

TO HIS EXCELLENCY ARCHIBALD WILLIAM EARL OF EGLINTON 
AND WILTON, &c. Sec. &c., 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL-GOVERNOR 
OF IRELAND. 

W E, “ the Commissioners of Education in Ireland,”, beg leave (in obedience 
to the directions of the Act of the 53 Geo. 3 , c. 107) to lay before 
your Excellency a Report of the General Proceedings of our Board during 
the past year. 












In reference to the Royal Schools generally, we have to report that the 
attendance of pupils has increased, and that at Enniskillen the number, of both 
hoarders and daily pupils has, since the appointment of the present Master by 
your Excellency’s immediate predecessor, become so large that the Master lias 
found it necessary, in addition to the extensive accommodation afforded by the 
Portora School-house, to rent premises, in the town of Enniskillen. This pro- 
ceeding, which is attended with very considerable expense to the Master, arising, 
from the payment of Rent and extra Teachers employed in the 'supplemental 
School in Enniskillen, being considered by many persons to be objectionable, as 
tending to make a distinction between the sons of the inhabitants of thc'Tfcown 
and of gentlemen residing at a distance, a Memorial from certain parties 
resident in Enniskillen was presented to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
and subsequently referred to us, and we resolved to enlarge the School 
premises, so that, as far as possible, all the pupils attending this School should' 
be educated in the same building. And with that view we directed our archi- 
tect to visit and report upon the capabilities of the present buildings, and how 
they might he so enlarged as to accommodate the greatly increased number , of 
pupils now seeking instruction at this School. Irt-.his inspection of the Sehool 
premises the architect was accompanied by and assisted with the advice and 
suggestions of two members of this Board, who attended at Portora specially 
for that purpose ; and we beg to state to your Excellency, that, after the receipt 
of the Report and Plans for suggested additions and improvements, we deter- . : _ ‘ J 
mined to carry them out from time to time accordingly: as the funds in our 
control might enable us to do so. And we have therefore, by public advertise- . *5j$; yji 
ments in the newspapers, called for detailed estimates, so that we may be in a 
condition to commence operations during the present spring. 



Representations having been made to us. that certain portions of the School > 

premises at Dungannon required extensive alterations and improvements, we, 

during the past year* caused such additions and alterations to be executed there 
as appeared to us to be necessary, and to place them more in confprmi.ty with 
the modern ideas of school requirements, and the increasing numbered pupils. 
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At Armagh School-house we have expended such sums as appeared to us to be 
necessary to sustain the' proper condition and appearance of the establishment. 

The lease under which we held the School-house at Banagher having expired, 
we have succeeded in obtaining a new teuure of the premises at a very con- 
siderable reduction in the rent ; and we have also caused to be executed at the 
School-house such portions of the very extensive repairs stated to be requisite 
for the due carrying on of this establishment as could not witli safety be 
deferred. 

And we further beg to state to your Excellency, that the School-houses and 
premises generally have been kept by us in substantial repair. 

The condition of the Estates, forming the Endowments of the Royal and other 
Schools under our control, has occupied much of our attention, and we have 
directed our agent to prepare certain Returns in reference to our Enniskillen 
Estate, which may enable us to make some more satisfactory arrangements as 
to the arrears of rent which have for many years been carried forward in the 
accounts of this Estate. 



The first assistant at Enniskillen Royal School having been appointed to the 
mastership of Raphoe Royal School, on the promotion to Enniskillen of its late 
Master, wc have intimated that we will, at the expiration of the year, grant 
prizes to such pupils at Raphoe as shall, after an examination by Examiners, to 
be appointed by us, be reported as having exhibited sufficient merit. And we 
beg to state to your Excellency, that we have under consideration some sugges- 
tions recently made to us, in reference to the School Exhibitions at Enniskillen 
Royal School. 

The subject of the Royal Scholarships attached to certain Schools, and the 
advantages arising from the competition for promotion, as well as for obtaining 
and continuing to hold them, have been so frequently brought forward in our 
Annual Reports, and are now so fully recognised, that we only consider it 
necessary to report that we have made such alterations in th'e special course for 
examination as appeared to us to be more in accordance with the advancing 
spirit of education 'generally.' And we beg to submit to your Excellency the 
following list of Royal Scholars at present holding Exhibitions from us : 



On the Armagh Royal School Foundation — 

T. B. Tracey, an Exhibition of 
W. P. Robinson, „ - 

J. Boxwell, „ 

T. J. Jones, „ 

W. M‘Kean, „ 

C. W. Riggs, ,, 

A. J. Dobbin, „ 

On the Dungannon Royal School Foundation - 
J. W, Chambers, an Exhibition of 
J. Rowley, „ - - - 

C. Twigg, „ - - 

J. CMff, „ 

F. y. Swan, „ 



£. 50 per annum . 
40 „ 

50 „ 

20 

20 

25 „ 

20 „ 



£. 50 per annum. 
50 „ 

50 „ 

50 

40 „ 



On 
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•OF EDUCATION IN IR.I: 

On the Enniskillen Royal Soliool Fownttai. 

R. Irvine, nil Exhibition of ■■ 

J. Read, » 

S. Armstrong, „ " 

T. Allingham, „ " 

H. L. Smith, „ * 

D. E. L. Dickson, „ - 30 

W. Quin tin, „ 20 

The unsatisfactory condition of the Diocesan Schools lias not l_ 
varied from that which has been so frequently brought before the 
Government in our Annual Reports, as well as in those of the several Com- 
missions which have from time to time reported specially on them. 

The ruins of the Diocesan School-house in the town of Carlow have been sold 
by us to the Commissioners of that town for a sum exceeding that at which 
they were valued by the Government valuator, and the .proceeds have been 
invested in the Public Funds for tbe benefit of the School. 



' Acting on provisions of 53 Geo. 3, c. 107, s. 22, we have, with the approba- 
tion and consent of the Government, formed a District Diocesan School at 
Tuam, of those heretofore attached to the Dioceses of Tuam, KiUalla, and 
Achonry. 

And we have to state that it has been notified that recently the Government 
have filled the masterships of several of the Diocesan Schools, which had for 
many years been permitted to remain vacant. 

In the instance of the District Diocesan School of Dublin and Glendalough, 
the Government having appointed a gentleman to the long vacant office of 
Master, such appointment was notified to his Grace the Archbishop of Dublin, 
but his Grace having been advised that the right to make such appointment 
was vested in the Archbishop of Dublin, and not in the Crown, h.s Grace 
remonstrated, and after much negotiation it was formally notified to us by the 
Government, that they had abandoned their claim to appoint to that office. 
We have accordingly reported this circumstance to his Grace, and requested 
that the vacant office might he filled by the appointment of a new Master to 



that School. 

And we have to report to your Excellency, that in the case of the Endowed 
School at Glengariffe, we have succeeded in recovering, through the orders ot 
the Incumbered Estates Court, the estimated value of the School premises 
which had been erroneously sold by the proprietor of the estate whereon it was 



located. 



All which we respectfully submit to your Excellency as our Report. 

(signed) JOSEPH NAPIER. C. 

RICHARD MACDONNELL, Provost X. C. D. 
ACHESON LYLE. 

ROBERT SHAW, Bart. 

WILLIAM GIBSON, 
p. BLACKBURNE. 



(i.s.) 

(L.S.) 

(L.S.) 

(L.S.) 

(L.S.) 

(L.S.) 



8, Clare-street, Dublin,) 
14 May 1858. J 



Wm. Cotter Ab//e,,LL.D., 

(Secretary. 



\ 
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